
The Wolf Call 
A monthly communication from the Wakefield Middle School PTSA 

October 2011 

President  

Angie Keetch   
 

VP Ways & Means  

Joy Spaulding 
  

VP Communications  

Pattie Trainor 
 

VP Programs   

Susan Cokas 
 

VP Volunteers 

Cathy Thompson 
 

Secretary  

Lynn Stuchel   
 

Treasurer  

Melinda Jones  
 

Principal  

James Sposato  
 

Teacher Representatives 

Dorothy Corrigan  
 
School Store 

Sylvie Daigle 
 
Website Manager 

Karen Robinson 
 
PTSA Membership 

Leslie Wright 
 
Newsletter 

Carol Woodlief 

PTSA Board Members 
President’s…Paws for a Minute 
I love the start of a new school year.  As a kid my favorite thing to do was to buy my new school supplies and start 

school.  I know it is weird, but for me it always meant a brand new start.  New teacher, new class,  a fresh start.   As 

The years pass, I still get excited for the new school year.  School supplies are still my favorite and with five kids I 

have many years to enjoy them.   August is still a new start for me, things I felt I wasn't great on, like making the 

time to look at span, or make the time to sit and talk with my kids about what is going on in their lives, or taking that 

time to serve someone in need.   I get the opportunity to change things that I didn't feel I lived up to.  I hope that with 

this new beginning you and your kids are able to realize this is a brand new year, a clean slate, and do something 

spectacular.  Even if that spectacular thing is getting all the assignments in, making an A on a test or getting the best 

time for running laps in gym.  As a PTSA  are excited for this new year and new  board.  We have some exciting 

events taking place this year and we can't wait to see the changes that come with them.   Please take the time to vol-

unteer and to donate so that we can continue to make Wakefield Middle School a successful school and make this 

year a successful experience for everyone. 
 

If you haven't seen or heard we have started our fundraising for this year.  Our goal is to raise $22,000 this year  We 

are doing a no fuss fundraiser.  Which is we are depending on donations to raise the money.  The reason for this is 

when we have the kids go out and sell things it takes time, and we only receive 50% of the proceeds sold.  With do-

nations 100% of your donation goes toward the programs we are trying to provide for you and your students.  Right 

now we have had 100 parents that have donated with a total of $5,678.00.  Every little bit helps.  This year the PTSA 

has been donating the agendas to the school to be given to each student.  This cost a little over $4,000.  We were only 

able to donate the same amount towards technology.  Our goal is to sell agendas next year so that we can donate 

more technology to the school.  With major budget cuts to the schools, we as parents are going to have to do more to 

make sure our students get the tools they need to succeed in school.    Please support our students! 
 

We are excited to announce a parent workshop.  November 1, 2011, at 7:00 pm we are having a guest speaker come 

talk to us about the challenges of parenting and how we can raise our kids to be better equipped for life in the future. 

By giving us the tools we can raise them to have good self esteem based on their own responsible actions. More de-

tails on Page 3. 
 

Reflections has started.  This years theme is "Diversity Means".  Last year we had a very successful year with the 

reflections program.  We had 25 entries and out of those entries we had four that placed at the school level and then 

went onto the county level.  Out of those that went up against all the schools in our county three placed within our 

county and went onto state.  They did an awesome job and it was great to see the enthusiasm when they placed.  

We would like to see more entries, there are many talented  kids at our school.  We had a little celebration for all 

the participants last year.  
 

This year we are honoring those who have fought or are fighting for our country for Veterans Day this November 

11th.   We are putting up an honor wall.  What we would like is those who have family (brother, sister, uncle, aunt, 

father, mother, or a grandparent) that have previously served or are serving in the military, they can bring in a pic-

ture and place it on the wall for everyone to see.  We appreciate our service men and women and want to honor 

them and their sacrifice of life and time away from their families so we can enjoy the blessing of freedom.  The 

wall will be ready to accept pictures on November 7, 2011.   Sincerely, Angie Keetch 
 

WMS Club Events  
Be sure to check the 

WMS website  

frequently for dates 

& times for each 

club.   
 

  
ART 

Oct 5, 19, Nov 2 

Battle of the Books 

Oct 6, 20, Nov 3 

Chess 

Drama 

Odyssey of the Mind 

(Every Thursday  

at 3:20p.m.) 

Student Council 

Yearbook 

Oct 11, 25, Nov 8 
 

 
WMS Calendar of Events 

 
October 1—Heart of Carolina Marching Band Camp (hosted by WHS) 

October 7  -  Early Release (12:30 p.m.) 

October 18—Spirit Night—Red Robin 

October 21—Fall Portraits-MAKE UPS 

October  31—Teacher Workday—No School 
November 1—PTSA Parent Education Night 

November 2—Literacy Walk Thru 

November 2—WMS ―Spirit Show‖ 

November 3—Fall Orchestra Concert—WHS 

November 7—Veteran’s Day Wall Pictures accepted 

November 11—Holiday—No School 

Athletic & Band 

Calendar on 

Page 2 
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PRINCIPAL’S PRIDE James Sposato 

 

Greetings parents! This is Jimmy Sposato…you know the rest.  
We are well into the 1st month of school and I am proud to say that we have a great group of students here at Wakefield 

and that we are off to a great start. I will use this column to discuss happenings here at Wakefield. I will also use this fo-

rum to share information regarding developmental issues surrounding the middle school years. Much of this information I 

will pull from a book entitled NurtureShock- New Thinking About Children, by Po Bronson and Ashley Merryman. 
 

Autonomy and Teen Rebellion 

―The biggest surprise in the research is when this need for autonomy is strongest. It’s not mild at 12, moderate at 15, and 

most powerful at 18. Darling’s scholarship shows that the objection to parental authority peaks around age 14 to 15. In 

fact, the resistance is slightly stronger at 11 than 18” (Nurture Shock, pg 140). 
 

I talked with the 6th grade students recently about this issue and when I asked if they were starting to have more conflict 

with their parents most of them nodded their heads in agreement.  This is normal. They are transitioning from being a kid 

and want to have some control over their lives. How do we as the adults in the room reconcile this real need for independ-

ence with our knowledge that they are not ready to handle as much as they desire? We risk giving them too much rope and 

they end up tying themselves in a knot. On the other end we want to avoid encouraging our kids to develop rebellious and 

deceptive behavior by smothering them with rules. Balance and consistency, as with most things in life, are the key. The 

authors sum it up this way,  

“Ironically, the type of parents who are actually the most consistent in enforcing rules are the same parents who are most 

warm and have the most conversations with their kids, Darling observed. They’ve set a few rules over certain key spheres 

of influence, and they’ve explained why the rules are there. They expect the child to obey them. Over life’s other spheres, 

they supported the child’s autonomy, allowing her freedom to make her own decisions. The kids of these parents lied the 

least.”  ((Nurture Shock 140-141)  
 

Work to develop a few key, non-negotiable expectations in your house and then let your kids have some say in other mat-

ters. They will make some choices you may not like but in the end you will have a more honest and trusting relationship 

with your kid.  

Wakefield Middle School Family Spirit Nights  
Wakefield Middle School PTSA would like to invite all of our families to join us for a 
family night out at the following local restaurants.  A percentage of all sales will be  

donated to our PTSA to help support our programs and events.   
Please mark your calendars now and help support our local restaurants & PTSA. 

 

October 18th (Tues.)  Red Robin (Capital Blvd) 
November 15th (Tues.) Chili’s  (Capital Blvd) 
December 13th (Tues.) Mellow Mushroom (Wake Forest) 
January 18th (Wed.)  Spinner’s Grill (Wakefield Commons) 
February 16th (Thurs.) Chick-fil-A (Wake Forest) 
March 21st (Wed.)  Moe’s Southwest Grill (Wakefield Commons) 
April 18th (Wed.)  Texas Roadhouse (Capital Blvd) 
May 15th & 16th (Tues./Wed) Sweet Spoons (Wakefield Commons) 

Upcoming WMS Athletic  Events 
 

Boys’ Football(3:45 start time) 

             October 5  - W. Millbrook 

   October 12—Heritage 

October 19—@ E. Millbrook 

   October 26—@ Durant 

November 2—Leesville 

 

Volleyball/Soccer (3:45 pm start) 

 October 6  - @ W. Millbrook 

October 13—@ Heritage 

October 20—E. Millbrook 

October 27—Durant 

    November 3—@ Leesville 

 

Upcoming WMS Band Activities 

October 27—All County Auditions 

Nov 3—7-8 pm—WMS/WHS Fall  

Orchestra Concert (WHS Theatre) 

Principal’s Reminders: 
 

Volunteer Registration:  If you are currently a registered volunteer, 

you must reactivate your registration by October 31st.  After this date,  

you must start the process over, which will result in additional and unnec-

essary expenses for the school system. Folks new to the system or first 

time volunteers must go through the entire process. You can drop by our 

media center anytime to register. After October 31st the system will only 

be available on Mondays 8-4pm. 
 

SPAN: Make sure you set up or update your SPAN account! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Dec 5 - 14 - Book Fair 

 

Contact Cathy Thompson for details 
cthomps11@yahoo.com 

http://www.amazon.com/NurtureShock-New-Thinking-About-Children/dp/0446504122


   
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

    
 

 

Yearbooks – Order Today! 
It’s not too early to order your 2012 WMS Yearbook.  Orders are now being accepted on-line by 

going to www.jostensyearbooks.com.     
  Ordering Tips:  1.  Please include your child’s homeroom teacher’s name on the order. 

 2.  If ordering for more than 1 child on one order form, please email the Year-
book Staff at WakefieldMSYearbook@hotmail.com.   Put “YB order info” in the 
subject area and in the message list the names of the students on the order.   

Following these simple steps will help tremendously with distribution at the end of the year. 

Let’s hear it for the WAKEFIELD WOLVES! 

Odyssey of the Mind 
Do you enjoy working with your hands?  Solving problems in many ways?  

Working with others to solve problems?  If so, Odyssey of the Mind (OM) is 

for you!  OM at WMS is looking for members to join this year’s OM teams.  

OM is open to all students and is a year-long after school commitment.  

Practice meetings are held every Thursday from 3:20 -
4:15 .  Parents:  Do you enjoy working with students?  Fostering their crea-

tivity?  If so, consider serving as an OM coach.   You can find more  

information about OM at:    

www.odysseyofthemind.com   

     Contact:   Ann Worley (aworley@wcpss.net) 

òEYEó of the WOLF 
 

This year we will spotlight students each month that have gone far and 
above the expectations in character attributes.  Each team 

will nominate a student.  The students names’ will be 
placed in a drawing to be listed here in the  

“EYE of the WOLF” spotlight. Prizes will be given.   
 

“Eyes” will be chosen this month. Winners will 
  be posted in the November Newsletter. 

 The "SPIRIT SHOW" Assembly will take place November 2: coinciding with the "SPIRIT WEEK" hosted by the stu-

dent council. The ―Show‖ is hosted by the fine arts department it will include selections from the advanced drama, ad-

vanced dance, and advanced band -- as well as guest speakers and speeches from athletic team captains.  The character 

trait to be addressed is HONTESY -  and how your choices affect your daily life.   The assembly takes place in the gym 

during 3rd, 5th, and 6th periods.                                                         Meredith Van Rensburg, Performing & Visual Arts      

     Greetings from Student Services! 
 

We are off to a great start this school year!  Afterschool clubs and  

athletic games have begun.  Please encourage your children to join one 

of our clubs or attend a football, soccer or volleyball game. This will 

help them to connect with other students and become more involved 

with our school.  Go wolves! 

     Interim reports were given to students September 22nd –September 

29th.  If you have not signed up for SPAN, you can obtain an applica-

tion in Student Services. 

Ms. Meredith Furr: 6th grade counselor (mfurr@wcpss.net) 

Dr. Elaine Harper:  7th grade counselor (charper@wcpss.net) 

Ms. Brenda Joyner :8th grade counselor (bjoyner@wcpss.net).   

Ms. Deana Bagley: school social worker (dbagley@wcpss.net). 

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS  
Battle of the Books Club is open to all 

students, especially if they have a joy 

of reading and like to discuss books 

with their friends. The Club will meet 

on the following Thursdays:  

Oct. 6 & 20: Nov. 3 & 17: Dec. 8  

 

 After Winter Break, the 

Club will meet each Thurs-

day. These meeting are 

required if students are on 

the competitive team as 

they prepare for an all county competi-

tion in late February or early March. 

The Club meets in the MC from 3:15 to 

4:00. Rides should be arranged for pick

-up promptly at 4:00.  

BOOK DRIVE 
The Media Center staff is sponsoring a Book Drive. 

Donations should include gently used books which are 

appropriate for middle school readers  (3rd – 8th grade 

level).  Books will be used in elective classrooms, espe-

cially during CSI. This is a good time to clean off your 

book shelves and clean out your closets! The Book 

Drive will run from Sept. 26 through October 21. 
Drop boxes will be located outside the 

front entrance of the Media Center. Do 

your part in making Wakefield Middle 

School a great place to be! 

PTSA Communications 
Please be sure to check the 

Wakefield Middle School PTSA 

website www.wmsptsa.org for 

updated information.  All future 

newsletters this school year will 

be online.  Please check the web-

site often for updated informa-

tion from your PTSA!      

                           Patti Trainor 

http://www.jostensyearbooks.com
mailto:WakefieldMSYearbook@hotmail.com
http://www.odysseyofthemind.com/
mailto:aworley@wcpss.net
mailto:mfurr@wcpss.net
mailto:charper@wcpss.net
mailto:bjoyner@wcpss.net
http://webmail.nc.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.wmsptsa.org%252F


Please Support the WMS PTSA Fall Fundraiser  

There is still time to donate to the No-Fuss Fall Fundraiser.   

All donations received go directly to support all of Wakefield Middle students and the many valuable programs 
and events sponsored by the PTSA. 

Every donation of $100 or more will be entered in a drawing for  a NEW  
 

 

 

*All donations of $25 received by Oct. 3rd  will be entered to win one of the following Grand Prizes: 

*Marriott Hotel Stay @ Triangle Town** I-Pod Shuffle* 
*TPC Golf for 4 ** Lemon Tree Certificate $40 Value* 

*2 Nights Lodging at Beech Mountain*      * Blue Water Spa Certificate Valued @ $1100*       
* Kerr Drug Gift Certificates* 

$25-1 Entry   $50ñ4 Entries   $100ñ10 Entries   $200ñ20 Entries 
Forms are on-line and in your studentõs homeroom classroom. 

Thank you for your generous support! 

iPad 2 

YOUR PTSA DOLLARS AT WORK: 

One of the many functions of your PTSA is to arrange for Cultural Arts programs for our students. 

 The following curriculum based programs have been scheduled for this school year thus far: 
 

1/20/12  African American Dance Ensemble Performance for all 7th graders :  

                                                     
 

             2/24/12  Almost Recess A Cappella Singing Performance for all 8th graders.
  

  

  

  

 

6th grade performance TBA 

 

 Thank you to everyone who has joined the PTSA this year.  If you have not, please make a point of doing so.  Even if  

 you do not have the time to volunteer, your membership dues help each and every student enjoy programs, such as    

 Cultural Arts performances, funded by the PTSA. 

―A concert by the African American Dance Ensemble is at once entertaining, enlightening and embolden-

ing. Dramatic staging, exciting rhythms, masterful choreography and colorful  costumes combine with con-

sistently enthusiastic audiences to create an artistic experience difficult to forget.‖   

 

―A Stunning Array of Vocal Styles Heart thumping bass, vocal percussion, 

instrument emulation, innovative arrangements, and diverse solo style come 

together to create an incredible show that leaves audiences speechless.‖   

2011-2012 Membership Drive!   
 

 We're off to a GREAT start!  Thank you to the Stu-
dents, Parents and Faculty who have already 
joined!  Congratulations to the winners of the Gift 
Cards!  If you haven't joined yet we could really use 
your support!  We are extending the Grade Level com-
petition for the HR with the most memberships through 
the end of October!  Additional forms will be sent home 
to those of you who haven't yet joined!  Help your stu-
dents HR win a DONUT PARTY!  We really need your 
support to ensure a successful year in providing pro-
grams and support to WMS Teachers, Students and 
Parents!            Thank you again for your support! 
 Leslie Wright,  WMS PTSA Membership 

Did you know that the 

school can earn cash for 

classroom supplies and 

equipment through the 

General Mills Box Tops 

for Education Program? Last year, America’s schools earned over 

$59 million! It is so easy to contribute to our school by simply clip-

ping and saving the Box Top coupons located on many everyday 

grocery and household items that you already purchase.  Please 

take the time to clip these items and send in with your children to 

provide to their homeroom teacher.  Classes with the most box tops 

for the month of October will earn a breakfast party.  

Thanks in advance for supporting our school!        Sandy Solomon 

A very interactive program the 7th graders are going to love! 

The 8th graders have been waiting 

2 years for this performance!! 



Duke TIP 
Current seventh graders who are identified 

AIG or who have scored in the 95th percen-

tile or higher on 6th grade standardized 

achievement or aptitude test are eligible to 

participate in Duke’s Talent Identification 

Program (TIP).  This program allows those 

students to take either the SAT or ACT dur-

ing the course of their seventh grade year.  

Duke TIP information was sent home via 

students September 9.  Paper applica-
tions must be postmarked by Oc-
tober 3 for the December test and 

by November 1 for the January 

test.  If you are enrolling online, select NC 

EOG as the qualifying test; Reading or Math 

as the subtest; and 95% as the score. For 

more information you may contact Duke 

TIP at (919) 668-9100,  

visit www.tip.duke.edu , or contact  

Ann Worley at aworley@wcpss.net . 

Media Center Parent Tip No. 1  
 
 

There is an array of online resources that stu-
dents may access from home called NCWise-
owl. NCWiseowl is a comprehensive data 
base that includes online encyclopedias, an 
eBook Center, magazines, newspapers, PBS 
videos, and more. The url is http://
www.ncwiseowl.org and the home access 
password is wiseowl. This resources pro-
vides appropriate information for all grade 
levels and is used by teachers and media cen-
ters across the county. 

Congratulations to our ART SPARK winners! 

Colton Valentino, Bailey Johnson, Eli Keetch, Derik Eisenhower 

Wakefield Middle School won BEST IN SHOW!! 
Art Spark was an event held 

Sept. 15—18 in downtown 

Raleigh.  It is portion of the 

SPARK.con program.  

SPARKcon was founded in 

2006 by Beth and Aly 

Khalifa and Designbox to 

showcase, celebrate and in-

fluence the creative momen-

tum of the Triangle region of 

North Carolina. SPARKcon 

uses an open-source organ-

izational approach to em-

power diverse creative think-

ers to be inspiring community leaders. SPARKcon is now a  program 

of Visual Art Exchange, a Raleigh non-profit whose mission is to support 

emerging artists and connect the community to the arts. 

REFLECTIONS ART PROGRAM 

―Diversity Means…‖ 

                 
    It’s time to pull out your paint, film, and dictionary.  Dust off your camcorder and musical instruments, and put on your 

dancing shoes, it’s time for the 2011-2012 PTA Reflections Program!  This program is sponsored by the National PTA and 

recognizes outstanding student works in six art areas: literature, musical composition, photography, film/video production, dance choreogra-

phy and visual arts.  The theme for this year is ―Diversity Means…‖. 

            If your child is interested in participating, please contact me for an entry form, consent form, and official rules. My email is  

scokas@nc.rr.com or there will be forms available through the middle school art teachers and some left up at the front office.    

All art must be turned in by November 7th. I will be in the media center from 7:45 - 8:30 am. Remember to follow all rules and presenta-

tion guidelines.  Forms must be completely filled out and with signatures to be accepted for judging.  Our judging will be before the holiday 

break and the winning art will be sent to the next level of competition.  We will have a trophy ceremony later in the school 

year; details about that event will be sent home closer to that time. Get ready and get creative!  

    
   Your Reflections Chair,  
   Susan Cokas  
   scokas@nc.rr.com   

School Store  

 

Did you know our school store is open  

everyday from 8 to 8:15am? We have a great 

selection of school supplies at very good 

prices: Mechanical pencils $0.25, lined/graph 

paper $1.00, index cards $0.50, binders, fold-

ers, notebooks, composition books, locker or-

ganizers, WMS magnets and stickers, foam 

fingers, & pennants all at a great price!   

             Visit us soon!  
    Sylvie Daigle 

HOW TO SUPPORT WMS PTSA 
Donate to the Fall No-Fuss Capital Campaign Fundraiser 

Join the PTSA and become a member! $7 for adults and $4 for students 

VOLUNTEER! Visit our website:  www.wmsptsa.org 

Attend Family Spirit Nights at Local Restaurants! 

Link your Harris Teeter, Food Lion, and Target Red cards to our school! 

Collect BoxTops, Coke Rewards Points, and Campbell’s Labels 

Recycle your old cell phones!  

Help support the Ecology Club  

           A drop off box is in 

the main office.  

 

Ms. Cindy Bowling  

http://www.tip.duke.edu/
mailto:aworley@wcpss.net
http://webmail.nc.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.ncwiseowl.org%2526nbsp%253B%2Band%2Bthe
http://webmail.nc.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.ncwiseowl.org%2526nbsp%253B%2Band%2Bthe
http://design.gamil.com/
http://design.gamil.com/
http://www.designbox.us
http://www.visualartexchange.org/
http://webmail.nc.rr.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=scokas%40nc.rr.com
http://webmail.nc.rr.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=scokas%40nc.rr.com


PTSA Parent Education Night ñ November 1  
Please join us for an informative parenting workshop on Tuesday, November 1, 2011.  It will be held in the Media Center from 
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm.  This session is for parents only.  Dr. Kari Lenox, along with her colleague, Dr. Carrie Cole, will be addres sing 
the challenges we as parents face raising our children today.  Please read below, a short synopsis of the presentation that D r. 
Lenox & Dr. Cole will be presenting on the evening of November 1, 2011.  There will be no fee for this workshop.   
 
Parenting children is more challenging than ever given our current child -centered culture which focuses more on children's "self  
esteem" rather than the competent behavior underlying these good feelings about ourselves. Our current generation of children  
is growing up in an age in which they are the centers of their parents' universe, with many luxuries and privileges in their liv es 
and few attendant responsibilities.  This was not true even a few generations ago during a time in which luxuries were few, g ood  
behavior was stressed over good feelings about ourselves, and privileges were earned.  This talk will focus on the ways in wh ich  
the present parenting culture fails our children and actually creates less happiness and more stress on  them.  We will discu ss 
ways in which we, as parents, can rear children to become more competent, responsible, and caring individuals who have good  
feelings about themselves based upon their good behaviors in the world.  

WE HOPE YOU CAN MAKE IT!  

Talk about….Travel!!! 
http://www.globalclass.blogspot.com 

Learn about the current Global Classroom trip to England/Scotland in June of 2012. Check out the pics from our 

previous trips to Costa Rica and France. Join the chat, see who’s going…share your goals and aspirations! 

 

BTW: Checking out the official website for our tour just got easier to remember, check out or share with your 

friends.  http://www.eftours.com/1020604 

Check the itinerary, download the map, send this to a group, travel is more fun with a friend! 

 

Deadline for registration is October 15th !!!! 
 

EVERYTHING you need to sign-in can be found on the website: 

http://www.eftours.com/1020604 
 

Have a question? Just email Ms. Bowling, or maybe I’ll just answer on the blog… 

   http://www.globalclass.blogspot.com 

 Info Meeting for the trip to England    Get your passports ready!!!  

      Join the Global Classroom     Cindy Bowling  

 October 12th -  3:30      (Ms. B's Website)  

           Room 2505                 cbowling@wcpss.net  

                    

  Woodworkers in Mr. Baynesôs classes have be-

gun a busy semester.  Students have learned 
how important it is to be safe in the woodshop.  

We have had many conversations about how 
important it is to have a focused and cooperative 

attitude in class every day.   

  Students have reviewed standard measure-
ment, and they have even used tape measures 

to measure the classroom and its contents.  
We are using a coping saw, a hand tool, to cut 

wooden leaves for a mobile.  Next, students will 
learn to use a scroll saw.  Both saws are great 

for cutting out curved shapes in wood, but the 

scroll saw is powered by electricity, and the cop-
ing saw is powered by the studentsô own hands.   

  We will visit the computer lab soon to begin 
researching designs for masks students will cut 

out with the scroll saw.   We are looking forward 

to a full and productive semester!                  
 David Baynes  
Exploring Tech Systems / Woodworking  
 room 503  

"Both the WMS Band & Orchestra programs have gotten off to 

a great start this year. Beginners have started learning about 

and playing their instruments. In the advanced level classes, 

students have already begun preparations for their first per-

formance. All students should be bringing instruments home 

for practice on a daily basis to establish the necessary habits 

for success.   
 

The advanced band will perform with the WHS 

Marching Band on October 1 at the Heart of 

Carolina Band Competition before the awards 

ceremony. The intermediate and advanced 

bands will also prepare pep tunes for the high 

school football game on October 28. The advanced orchestra 

will start its year with the North Raleigh String Clinic at West 

Millbrook Middle School on October 13. At this 

event they will join members from other orches-

tra programs in the area and rehearse/perform a 

variety of orchestra literature. We hope to see 

you there!"  

           Brian Muñoz, Orchestra Director  

http://webmail.nc.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.globalclass.blogspot.com%252F
http://webmail.nc.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.eftours.com%252F1020604
http://webmail.nc.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.eftours.com%252F1020604
http://webmail.nc.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.globalclass.blogspot.com%252F
http://webmail.nc.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.schoolrack.com%252Fbowlingesl


ALPHA WOLVES 
Ms. Burnette’s Social Studies:   Wow, what a great start to middle school!  The students in social studies have been working on the Five 

Themes of Geography.  Students had the opportunity to work with their peers to create posters of two important questions geographers use to 

help understand our world.  (Where are things located? Why are they there?) After studying the five themes of geography, students will begin 

to compare and contrast different Economic and Political Systems around the world.   In late-September, students will be introduced to South 

America.  Students will begin by identifying major physical features and locations on physical and political maps of South America.  Students will 

design a Geography Booklet of physical features in South America. The booklets will be due on October 21st.  Let’s have a great year!     

                                                                                                                                           

Science with Ms. Stocz:  In science the students just took their test covering lab safety and the scientific method, so be looking for that test score. 

To end our lab safety unit the students made slime in class so ask your child to show theirs to you! We are beginning our first unit which is Earth 

science. The students will be learning about the layers of the earth, plate tectonics, volcanoes, rocks and minerals. 
 

Mr. Walski's math class: Mr. Walski's math class has finished up the first two units on exponents, order of operations, GCF, and LCM. The 

class is excited to start several units dealing with fractions. Please be checking for Problem of the Weeks and quizzes/tests each Friday. 
 

Mr. Adriance – Language Arts: Mr. Adriance’s class has just finished reading our third set of stories. We have learned about making predic-

tions, identifying fiction and non-fiction, and a variety of plot elements. The students are now embarking on a writing mission – comparing and 

contrasting two subjects of their choice. Whether it is candy bars, zoo animals, pizza, or soccer players, we are all excited to see how these essays 

turn out! 
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TIMBER WOLVES  
The Timber Wolves have been writing and reading maniacs!  Students have written a short paper on changes in the 

last 100 years and a personal narrative about someone or something that has really affected their lives.  We have 

read mostly non-fiction and fiction so far.  Poetry and drama are yet to come.  We hit the grammar beginning in late 

September, along with analogies. October brings the biography project.  Students select a biography of a person born 

before 1940.  If they want to choose someone whose book is not in our library, they are free to go to a public li-

brary.  They then write a script (conversation) for a dinner party with their person as the guest of honor.  They must 

choose the other dinner guests based on who their biography person deemed important during his/her time.  Finally, 

they craft a dinner menu and place setting...this is always such a fun project!  Thank you for your continuing support 

by ensuring that your child is reading every day!    Ms. Cindy Killian, Team Leader, Language Arts 

 

 Ms. Melvin/Timber Wolves/Social Studies-students have been reviewing the Five Themes of geography and geo-

graphical terms.  They have compared globes and maps and different map projections.  This year we will study 

Northern Africa/Ancient Egypt, African History/Slavery and Imperialism, South Africa, the Middle East, India/

Southwest Asia, South East Asia, and East Asia. 
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Mrs. Krainik - Math Class: 

  We are off to a great start!  Students should be completing homework in their spiral nightly, as well as, each completing the 

Wednesday problem set on paper to be handed in the following Wednesday.  Having the proper materials in class daily is essential - 

without it, valuable class time is lost. Students need their assignments due, spiral notebooks, and workbooks in class.  Please assure 

that your student is getting themselves organized and completing required assignments.  

  Math 8 students are working to demonstrate proficiency in adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing rational numbers - inte-

gers, fractions, and decimals.  Maybe you and your student can investigate other number systems by looking at the octal number sys-

tem activity on page 160 of their text! 

   Algebra students investigating solving many types of equations and justifying each step using a mathematical property or identity.   

 Mrs. Corrigan - Social Studies 

The beginning units of Social Studies will focus on the original inhabitants of North Carolina and progress through the exploration 

and settlement of the colony by the British.  Unit three will focus on the development of North Carolina and the other 12 colonies, 

followed by an investigation of the American Revolution.  Please follow the weekly email blast to keep up with project dates and 

assignments! 

Science- Mrs. B. Starr 
We're currently studying our Unit of Chemistry this lst 9 weeks!  We'll be completing big projects on the Periodic Table and "Adopt-

an-Element."  Also balancing equations is a big challenge in this unit!  Chemistry is our main focus, and we're having  fun learning all 

the elements on the periodic table.  Mr. Dmitri Mendeleev, known as the father of the periodic table of the elements, would be so 

proud of us. 

 Mrs. Kellerman - Language Arts 

As we begin the year reading a variety of short stories, our focus in language arts is to learn short story 

elements, the parts of speech, and to write expressively.   The due date for the first book report is 

Wednesday, October 12.  Please calendar this date at home to help our students stay on track.  Happy 

fall! 
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